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Not bulky, flight; not ftrong. 

Love in thefe labyrinths his Haves detains. 

And mighty hearts are held in j lender chains. Pope. 

4. Small ; inconliderable ; weak. 

\ et they, who claim the general affent of the whole world 
unto that which they teach, and do not fear to give very 
hard and heavy fentence upon as many as refufe to embrace 
the fame, inuft have fpecial regard, that their firft founda- 
tions and grounds be more than Jlender probabilities. Hooker . 

W here joy moft revels, n;rief doth moil: lament; 

G rief joys, joy grieves, on Jlender accident. Shakejpeare. 
Pofitiv’ely to define that feafon, there is no Jlender difficul- 
ty* Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

It is a very Jlender comfort that relies upon this nice diftin- 
<ftion, between things being troublefome, and being evils ; 
when all the evil of affliction Ires in the trouble it creates to 
us. 77 1 'otjcn. 

5. Sparing; lefs than enough : as, a fender eflate and fender 

parts. 

At my lodging. 

The word: is this, that at fo Jlender warning, 

You’re like to have a thin and Jlender pittance. Shake fp. 

In obftriuftions inflammatory, the aliment ought to be cool, 
Jlender , thin, diluting. Arbutlmot . 

6. Not amply fupplied. 

The good Oftorius often deign’d 

To grace my fender table with his prefence. Philips. 

Sle'nderly. adv. [from Jlender .] 

1. Without bulk. 

2. Slightly ; meanly. 

If the debt be not juft, we know not what may be deemed 
juft, neither is it a fum to b cflenderly regarded. Ha\ward. 
If 1 have done well, it is that which I defired ; but if Jlen- 
. derly and meanly, it is that which I could attain to. 2 Mac. 
Sle'ndekness. n.J. \ [from Jlender.’] 

1. Thinnefs; fmallnefs of circumference. 

Small whiffles give a found becaufe of their extreme Jlen- 
dernejs , whereby the air is more pent than in a wider pipe. 

Baccn s Natural Plijtory. 
Their colours arife from the thinnefs of the tranfparent 
parts of the feathers ; that is from the fendernefs of the very 
fine hairs or capillamenta, which grow out of the Tides of the 
grofier lateral branches or fibres of thofe feathers. Newton. 

2 . Want of bulk or ftrength. 

It is preceded by a fpitting of blood, occafioned by its 
acrimony, and too great a projedfile motion, with JlenderneJs 
and weaknefs of the veiTels. Arluthnot on Diet. 

3. Slightnefs; weaknefs; inconfiderablenefs. 

The JlenderneJs of your reafons againft the book, together 
with the inconveniencies that muft of neceifity follow, have 
procured a great credit unto it. IVhitgfte . 

A Want of plenty. 

Slept. The preterite of fleep. 

Silence ! coeval with eternity, 

Thou wet t ere nature firft began to be, 

’Twas one vaft nothing all, and all Jlept faft in thee. Pope. 
Slew.' The preterite of flay. 

Vie flew Hamet, a great commander among the Numidians, 
and chafed Benchades and Amida, two of their greateft prin- 
ces, out of the country. Knoll e s’ s Hijlory of the lurks. 

ToSley. v. n. [See to Sleave.J To part or twift into 
threads. 

Why art thou then exafperate, thou immaterial fkein of 
fey A filk? Shakejpeare . 

To Slice, v n. [yliran, Saxon.] 

1. To cut into flat pieces. 

Their cooks make no more ado, but Jliclng it into little 
gobbets, prick it on a prong of iron, and hang it in a fur- 
nace. Sandys’s Journey. 

The refidue were on foot, well furniftied with jack and 
fkull, pikes and Jliclng (words y broad, thin, and of an excel- . 
lent temper. Hayward. 

2. To cut into parts. 

Nature loft one by thee, and therefore muft 
Slice one in two to keep her number juft. Clcavcland. 

3. To cut off. 

When hungry thou ftood’ft flaring, like an oaf, 

I flic d the luncheon from the barley loaf. Gay. 

4. To cut ; to divide. 

Ambitious princes and tyrants Jljce the earth among them. 

Burnet’ s Theory of the Eaith. 
Slice. n.J. [ylrce, Saxon; from the verb.] 

1 . A broad piece cut off. 

Hacking of trees in their bark, both downright and acrofs. 
fo as you may make them jrather in Jlices than in continued 
hacks, doth great good to trees. Bacon. 

You need not wipe your knife to cut bread j becaufe in 
cutting a /lice or two it will wipe itfelfk Swift. 

He from out the chimney took, 

A flitch of bacon off the hook, 

And freely, from the fatteft fide, 

. Cut out large Jlices to be fry’d. Swift . 


Pope. 


2. A broad piece. 

Then clap four Jlices of pilafter on't, 

That lac’d with bits of ruflick, makes a front. 

3. A broad head fixed in a handle ; a peel ; a fpatula. 

The pelican hath a beak broad and flat, much like the fide 
of apothecaries, with which they fpread plaifters. Hakewill 
When burning with the iron in it, with the Jlice, clap the 
coals upon the outfide clofe together, to keep the heat in. Mox 
Slick, adj. [ Jlickt , Dutch. See Sleek.] 

Glafs attracts but weakly ; fome flick ftones, and thick gl a c 
fes indifferently. Brown’s Vulgar Errours 

Slid. The preterite of fide. 

At firft the filent venom fid with eafe, 

And feiz’d her cooler fenfes by degrees. Drydcn’s /Eneid 
Sli'dden. The participle paffive o fjlide. 

Why is this people Jlidden back, by a perpetual backfiid- 
in §-^ _ for. viii. 5, 

ToSlLdder. v. n. [ Jlidderen , Dutch.] To Aide with inter- 
ruption. 

Go theu from me to fate, 

Now die : with that he dragg’d the trembling fire, 
Slidd'ring through clotted blood. Dryden. 

To Slide, v. n. fid, preterite; fidden , participle paff. [phsan 
yhben&e, Aiding, Saxon ; fijden , Dutch ; yf- lithe, Welfh.] 

1. To pals along ftnoothly; to flip ; to glide. 

Sounds do not only fide upon the furface of a fmooth body, 
but communicate with the fpirits in the pores 'of the body. 

Bacon’s Natural hijlory, 
Ulyffes, Stheneieus, Tifander fide 
Down by a rope, Machaon was their guide. Denham. 

2. To move without change of the foot. 

Oh Ladon, happy Ladon, rather fide than run by her, 
left thou fhouldft make her legs flip Irom her. Sidney, 

Smooth fiding without ftep. Milton, 

He that once fins, like him that fides on ice, 

Goes fwiftly down the flippery ways of vice : 

Though confcience checks him, yet thofe rubs gone o’er, 
He fides on fmoothly, and looks back no more. Dryden. 

3. To pafs inadvertently. 

Make a door and a bar for thy mouth : beware thou fide 
not by it. Ecclus xxviii. 26. 

4. To pafs unnoticed. 

In the princefs I could find no apprehenfion of what I 
faid or did, but with a calm careleffnefs, letting everything 
fide juftly, as we do by their fpeeches, who neither in mat- 
ter nor perfon do any way belong unto us. Sidney. 

5. To pafs along by filent and unobferved progrelfion. 

Thou fhalt 

Hate all, fhew charity to none ; 

But let the famifht flefb fide (rom the bone. 

Ere thou relieve the beggar. Shakejpeare. 

Then no day void ofblifs, of pleafure leaving, 

Ages fhall fide away without perceiving. Dryden. 

Refcue me from their ignoble hands : 

Let me kifs yours when you my wound begin, 

Then eafy death will fide with pleafure in. Dryden. 

Their eye fides over the pages, or the words fide over their 
eyes, and vanifli like a rhapfody of evening taV. Watts* 

6. To pafs filently and gradually from good to bad. 

Nor could they have f id into thofe brutilh immoralities of 
life, had they duly manured thofe firft practical notions ami 
dictates of right reafon. Sown 

7. To pafs without difficulty or obftrutftion. 

Such of them fhould be retained as fide eafily of themfelves 
into Englifh compounds, without violence to the ear. 

Begin with fenfe, of ev’ry art the foul, 

Parts anfw’ring parts fhall fide into a whole; 

Nature fhall join you, time fhall make it grow 
A work to wonder at. ‘p™ ' 

8. To move upon the ice by a fingle impulfe, without changt* 

of feet. 

The gallants dancing by the river fide, 

They bathe in fummer, and in winter Jl.de. 

9. To fall by errour. ^ 

The difeovering and reprehenfion of thefe colours can • 
be done but out of a very univerfal knowledge of 1 
which fo cleareth man’s judgment, as it is the lefs a P 
fide into any errour. 

10. To be not firm. 

Ye fair ! r gn> 

Be greatly cautious of your fiding hearts. 0 

it . To pafs with a f ree and gentle courfe or flow. 

To Slide, v. a. To put imperceptibly. . 

Little tricks of fophiftry by fiding in, or leaving ° u ^ 
words as entirely change the queftion, fhould he a a 
by all fair difputants. 

Slide. n.J. [from the verb.] 

1 . Smooth and eafy paffage. . a . con - 

We have fome f ides or reliflies of the voice or rin ? 
tinued without notes, from one to another, riling or _ » 

which are delightful. Batons Natural rij 
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Kings that have able men qf their nobility fhall find eafe 
In employing them, and a better fid* into their bufinefs * fo 
people naturally bend to them. Bacon. 

2 ^ There be, whofe fortunes are like Homer’s verfes, that have 
a fide and eafinefs more than the verfes of other poets, Lac. 
Sli'deR- st. f. [from fide.] He who Hides. 

Slight, ad). [y? 77 ;r, Dutch.] 
t Small; worthlefs; inconfiderable. 

Is Ckefar with Antonius priz’d fo fight . Shakejpeare, 

Their arms, their arts, their manners I difclofe, 

Slight is the fubject, but the praife not final], 

Ifheav’n affift, and Phoebus hear my call. 

Slight is the fubjedi, but not fo the praife ; 

If fhe” infpire, and he approve my lays. 

2. Not important ; not cogent ; weak. 

Some firmly embrace doctrines upon fight grounds, fome 
upon no grounds, and fome contrary to appearance. Locke, 
n Negligent ; not vehement ; not done with effeift. 

The fhaking of the head is a gefture of fight refufal. Bacon. 

He in contempt 1 

At one fight bound high overleap’d all bound. Milton. 

4, Foolifli ; weak of mind. 

No beaft ever was fo fight 

Forman, as for his God, to fight. Hudihras. 

5. Notftrong; thin; as a fight filk. 

Slight. n. J. [from the adje&ive.] 
j, Negle< 51 :; contempt ; a£t of fcorn. 

People in misfortune conftrue unavoidable accidents into 
fights or negledts. ClariJJa. 

2. Artifice; cunning pra£l ice. See Sleight. 

As boifterous a thing as force is, it rarely atchieves any 
thing but under the conduct of fraud. Slight of hand has 
done that, which force of hand could never do. South. 

After Nic had bambouzled John a while, what with f ight 
of hand, and taking from his own fcore, and adding to John’s, 
Nic brought the balance to his own fide. Arbutlmot. 

To Slight, v. a. [from the adjective.] 
j. To negletft ; to difregard. 

Beware left they tranfgrefs and fight that foie command. 

Milton. 

You cannot expeeb your fon fliould have any regard for 
one whom he fees you fight. Locke. 

2. To throw carelefsly, unlefs in this paffage to fight be the 
fame with to fling. 

The rogues flighted me into the river, with as little 
remorfc as they would have drowned puppies. Shakejpeare. 

3. [S lighten, Dutch.] To overthrow; to demolifh. Junius , 
Skinner, and Ainfworth. 

4. To Slight ever. To treat or perform carelefsly. 

Thefe men, when they have promifed great matters, and 
failed moil fhatnefully, if they have the perfeftion of bold- 
nefs, will but f’ght it over , and no more ado. Bacon s Ejjays. 

His death and your deliverance 
^ Were themes that ought not to be flighted over: Dryden ; 

Slighter, n. f. [from fight.] One who difregards. 
Sli'ghtingly. adv. [from fighting.] Without reverence; 
with contempt. 

If my fceptick fpeaks fiightingly of the opinions he oppofes, 

I have done no more than became the part. . Boyle. 

Sli'ghtly. adv. [from fight.] 

1. Negligently; without regard. 

Words, both becaufe they are common, and do not fo 
frrongly move the fancy of man, are for the moft part but 
m/y heard 

i-<eave nothing fitting for the purpofe 

Untouch d, or flighty handled in difeourfe. Shakejpeare . 

You were to blame 

Fo part fo fightly witfi your wife’s firft gift. Shake fp 


Shakejpeare. 


reare. 


. ilc j etter-vvriter diflembles his knowledge of this reftridbion 
and contents himfel f fightly to mention it towards the clofe of 
nis pamphlet. , 

Scornfully ; contemptuoufly. * 

Long had the Gallick monarch uncontroul’d, 

^nlarg’d his borders, and of human force 

3. ^: n wis ^ ght - 

4. Wiri^u"wonh. le faCil ga ‘ eS ° f ile " t00 ^ ht! y barr ’ d ’ Milton. 
Su'ght ness . n.f. [from flight.] 

' e ‘ l knef$ ; want of ftrength. 

2 ’ e S‘ l gence; want of attention ; want of vehemence. 

Where gentry, title, wifdom, 
cinnpt^ conclude but by the yea and no 
gen ial ignorance, it muft omit 
fyeal neceffities, and give way the while 

. ShaSefpeare s Corio!anvs 


Whaf ’ J * v ‘" / , , Shakefpture 5 v^orioianvs. 

chJl lg CneS muft the ^ be that ^ drown fo loud a 

does k 
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That flily glided towards your majefty, 

It were but neceftary you were wak’d. 

He, clofely falfe and flily wife; 

Caft how he might annoy them moft from far. Fairfax, 
Satan, like a cunning pick-lock, flily robs us of our grand 
treafure. Decay of Piety, 

With this he did a herd of goats controul ; 

Which by the way he met, and flily flole : 

Clad like a country fwain Dryden. 

May hypocrites, 

That f ily fpeak one thing, another think, 

Hateful as hell, pleas’d with the relilh weak. 

Drink on unwarned, till by inchanting cups 
Infatuate, they their wily thoughts difclofe. 

And through intemperance grow a while fincere. Philips . 

Slim. adv. [A cant word as it feems, and therefore not to be 
ufed.] Slender; thin offhape. 

A thin y?/w-gutted fox made a hard fhift to wriggle his body 
into ahenrooft; and when lie had ftuft his guts well, fqueezed 
hard to get out again ; but the hole was too little. L’ Eflr. 

I was jogg’d on the elbow by a flim young girl of feven- 
teen. Addifon. 

Slime, n.f [j-lim, Saxon; fl igtn, Dutch.] Vifcous mire; any 
glutinous fubftance. 

The higher Nilus fwells 
The more it Dromifes: as it ebbs, the feedfman 
Upon the flime and ooze fcatters his grain. Shakefpearc. 
Brick for ibone, and Jliine for mortar. Gen. 

The vale of Siddim was full of flime- pits. Gen. xiv. 10. 

God, out of his goodnefs, caufed the wind to blow, to 
dry up the abundant flime and mud of the earth, and make 
the land more firm, and to cleanfe the air of thick vapours 
and unwholfome mifts. Raleigh. 

Some plants grow upon the top of the fea, from fome con- 
cretion of flime where the fun beateth hot, and the fea ftir- 
reth little. Bacon’s Natural ILiJlory. 

And with Afphaltick flime, broad as the gate, 

Deep to the roots of hell, the gather’d beach 

They faften’d. Milton’s Paradife Loji. 

Now dragon grown ; larger than whom the fun 
Engender’d in the Pythian vale on flime , 

Huge Python ! Milton’s Paradife Lof. 

O foul defeent ! I’m now conftrain’d 
Into a beaft, to mix with beftial flime. 

This effence to incarnate and imbrute. Milton . 

Sli miness. n. f. {[from flimy.] Vifcofity ; glutinous mat- 
ter. 

By a weak fermentation a pendulous fliminefs is produced, 
which anfwers a pituitous ftate. ” Flayer * 

SlFmy. adj. [from flime.] 

1. Overfpread with flime. 

My bended hook fhall pierce 
Their flimy jaws ; and, as I draw them up, 

I’ll think them every one an Antony. Shakefpearc, 

-v*7u° me ^ * n - ^ eaC * men,s ; and in thofe holes, 
v\ here eyes did once inhabit, there were crept. 

As twere in fcorn of eyes, refle£bing gems, 

I hat woo’d the flimy bottom of the deep, 

And mock’d the dead bones that lay fcatteVd by. Shak. 

drynef s y ^ C ° bwebs about them ’ which is a fign of a flimy 

The reft are all by bad example led, Bacon. 

And in their father ’s flimy tract they tread. Dryden, 

Eels for want of exercife, are fat and flimy. Arbutlmot . 

Shoals of flow houfe-bearingdo fnails creep 
U cr the ripe fruitage, paring filmy tracks 
In the fleek rind. PIT 

I he fwallow fweeps 

The flimy pool to build his hanging houfe. Thomfon. 

2. V ifeous ; glutinous. 

^ hen botl1 from out hell-gates, into the wafte, 
v\ ide anarchy of chaos, damp and dark, 

Hovenng upon the waters, what they met 
oohd or flimy, as in raging fea. 

Toft up and down, together crowded drove. Milton 

A n . . . r P m their groins they filed 
f flimy ]u\zo by falfe conception bred. Drvden 

I he aflrological undertakers would raife men like vLe- 
tal>,es, out of fome fat and flimy foil, well di<r e fted hv The 

ofjhe ftars ^ thC fUn ’ ^ im P re S nated with the influence 

SlAness. n.f. [from A.] Defigning artifice. B ‘ n “ e} - 

verts more than any thing I could fay. J ’ W ‘7; !v '' 


SLtNG. ,uf []lin S an, Saxon; JIhigen, Dutch 1 
I. A miffive weapon made hv a .. 

ftone 
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the flriilgi 0 ^ 

1 he arrow dtnnot make him fW- a; , a 
with him into ftubble ‘ bee. Jhn 6 ftones are turned 
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